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HERE LIZS A YOUTH BORNE DOWN WITH LOVE AND CARE ; 


HE COULD NOT LONG HIS DELIA'S LOSS ABIDE ; 
JOY LEFT HIS BOSOM WITH THE PARTING FAIR ; 
AND WHEN HE DURST NO LONGER HOPE=—HE DIED. 
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SHOULD foine ſweet tiymph; perhaps, a Charlotte fait, 
Read, without ſeoms, theſe pages of deſpair - 

Some happier Werter give the vacant hour, 

To mark the woes of Love' deſtructive power 5 

Ah! let them pauſe on this diſplay of woe: 


1 O'er Werter's ſorrows Pity's tears ſhould fow I 


Ah! let them pauſe on this diſtreſsful tale: 


O'er Werter's errors draw Oblivion's veil ; 


a Remem- 


„ 
Remember d but to mark the fatal end, 


Where Love's SORIA paſſions blindly tend: 

To curb impatience ;, better 6 5 han 3 

And point the moral to the feeling heart. 

Though Honour plac'd in Werter's heart her throne ;. 


Though weeping Virtue mark'd him for her own ;. 


Nor Virtue's ſhield, nor Honour's arm could fave. 


Love's wretched vidim from an early grave.. 
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WERTER ro 


4 
CoNTENT and Peace have rear'd their quiet cell 4 


Within the ſhades of Walheim's fair retreat: 


Charm ' d with their ſmiles, which know to charm ſo well, 


- 


Here, oh my friend, I fix my ruſtic ſeat. 


W 


* 


B Here 


11 
Here will I dwell beneath their gentle 


Reg 


ſway, 


Beneath yon branching olive's friendly ſhade : 
Welcome the calm theſe heavenly gueſts convey | 


Happy, thrice happy, whoſe uintainted mind 
Delights to taſte the pleaſures of the plain; 
Meets ſtill enjoyment with retirement juin d , 


Nor ſcorns the paſtimes of the lowly ſwain. 


Soft on his ſenſes breathes the fragrant May, 
Divinely radiant breaks the golden morn : 
Pure are his Joys which bloſſom into day; 


His humble roſes bloom without a thorn. - 


File @ thifr Med, dif, ah Nas loch ü d 


E503 23 
Whild I in theſe delights my hours employ, 


Ah, let not ſlander wound thy Werter s name; 
Dead to the world, I aſl no worldly j joy; 


If free from "AY a I regard. not fame. 


The glorious wreath of war let others wear; 
I ſeek not honours, wealth, or martial praiſe : 
To pleaſe one charming maid be all my care : 
Be hers the {kill to mark my Adel lays. 


Yes, be it hers, ſecure in beauty's power, 


With ſmiles to chaſe her doubtful lover's ſighs; 


With ſweet diſcourſe to charm each happy hour, 
The ſoul of virtue beaming from her eyes. 
B 2 
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Ab, where will love's unbounded paſſion lead 


This ardent flame ?—ah, whither does it tend ? 


. * 


To Charlotte all my fervent vows: are paid * 


* 


Io her my daily oriſons aſcend. | 
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: IBREAT HE delight from Recollection's power, | | 
Recalling days to me for ever gone: 
Fled is the tender Joy, the ſocial hour; | | 
And I, alas! am left to ſigh alone. | 
| Hope ꝑayly led me to Elyſium's height, | | 
The unknown proſpect Fancy painted fair: HAR e 
But, ah! too boldly daring was the flight ! 
For Diſappointment lurk'd in ambuſh there. 
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There midſt encircling woods ſhe kept her ſeat 
Where flowers luxuriant ſcatter d fragrance round; 
Too careleſs I approach d her cloſe retreat: 


Deep in my hapleſs heart ſhe fixt the wound. 


Such is our fate, my friend, my hope's betray'd ; 
Yet, oh | my heart, the murmuring ſigh reſtrain: 
"Tis Heaven's high will, and be that will obey'd ; 


Nor thou „poor injur'd ſufferer, complain. 


Life's faireſt bloſſoms only bloom to die; 

For one ſhort morn rejoice in pleaſure's ſun : 
Chill evening comes—Ah, ſee, they withering lie 
Ah, ſee! how ſoon their courſe of beauty's run. 


3 1 1 Alas! 
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WRITTEN ON WERTER'S RETURN FROM WAL- 
| HEIM TO THE CITY. 


How ſad, alas | how cheerleſs i my fate! 
Like ſome poor exile am I doom'd to PAY 
Cut off from hope, abandon'd to my fate, 
Expell'd from friendſhi p, baniſh'd far from love. 


Thy voice no longer, with affeQion's powers, 
Sooths the keen anguiſh of my troubled breaſt ; 
Fled are thoſe days, thoſe fond remember'd hours, 


The hours of Friendſhip, once ſupremel y bleſt. 


159] 


Ves, they are fled, and I, alas! remain 
A lonely outcaſt midſt encircling joys; 
Conſtrain'd to mingle with the idly 2 21 


Whoſe cold indifference all 15 bliſs deſtroys. 


For, ah, how few from pleaſure's paths will ſtray, 
g 
To trace the ſource whence inborn ſorrows flow! 


Let them but trifle life's ſhort hours away; 


They care not for the pangs my heart may know. 


Vain, empty . thy boaſted good how frail ! 
Thou, rigid ſchool of miſery and cares | 


_ The happieſt find thee but a chequer'd vale, 


And oh! how many more a vale of tears! 


C 11 WMhere 


1 2% 
Where ſacred Friendſhip ſerves, a poliſh'd maſk 


To veil Hypocriſy's diſtorted mien ; 
Where bright illuſions in the ſunbeams baſk, 


And men and manners are not what they ſeem. 


Ah, did no dangers meet our feeble eyes, 
* 
How calmly ſmooth were Nature's fair extent 


But rocks meet rocks, on mountains mountains riſe, 


And man muſt labour o'er the ſteep aſcent. 


Yes, life's gay morning ſinks in evening's gloom, 
The jealous clouds o'erhang the radiant light : 
Content's ſweet roſes ſeldom live to 8 

Or know perfection on ambition 's height. 
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Our joys we meaſure by a A ſpace, 
By ages reckon when diſtreſs invades : | 
Panting and breathleſs run ſoft pleaſure's race; 


Wearied with pain, lie down or ſeek the ſhades. 


Oh, Death! thy deepeſt ſhades around me ſpread ; 
Would, would, thy axe were levell'd at the tree! 
Would that in death were laid this weary head! 


For light and life have now no joys for me. 


Thou great Supreme, enthron'd on mercy's ſhrine, 
Oh, hear, and bear me to thy peaceful ſhore! 

| Toys undiminiſh'd in thy preſence ſhine, 

At thy right hand are pleaſures evermore. 


C 2 L 


„ 9 
i 
= UA 
9 9 * 3 5 37 F * 2 
L E T T . E R » IV. 
: A. 3 - = CY 4 d 5 — 
„ 1 F bY 
. F > & * i 


- WERTER' VO CHARLOTTE. 


WRITTEN FROM A COTTAGE WHERE HE HAD 
TAKEN SHELTER FROM A STORM. 


E SCAPD "UE ſcenes where noiſe and folly dwell, , 
From ſenſeleſs mirch, heart-rending tumult free; 
Beneath this humble roof, this moſs- grown cell, | 


I feel again reſtor d to love and thee. 


The ſnow deſcends, and thickens on the ground: 
The winds againſt this peaceful ſhelter ber | 

Yet while the ſtorm is wild and loud uncl. 7 

How ſweet the calm that dwells in this retreat! 


In 


2 


# 


. 
In this lone ſpot, midſt theſe ſequeſter d ſhades, 


Thy image, Charlotte, preſſes on my Gal ; 
Thy heavenly mildneſs every ſenſe pervades, 


* by winning graces all my powers control. 


Thus ever baniſh d from my Charlotte's ſight, 
The pooreſt wretch on earth may pity me: 
What is this life ?—a tedious winter's night : 


Ah! what my ſtate, renounc'd by Heaven and thee ? 


Why were thoſe times, o'er which my memory ſtrays, 
Why were they once fo fortunate and fair ? 


"Twas that my grateful ſoul with humble praiſe 


Refign'd to Providence each anxious care. 


Still 


WF; 
still that ſame Providence benignant reigns ; 


+ Creation ſmiles, unnumber'd worlds adore : 
« Nature ſtill charms the ſenſe of happier Frains 35 


But, ah! my heart can taſte her charms no more | 


All, all is paſt. Here wild Diſorder reigns : 
Each ſocial joy from me for ever gone 3 
The tyrant Love now holds my heart in chains, 


And Reaſon abdicates her falling throne. 


How ſweet was once to me the early dawn! 
Not to the lark more welcome was the ſun: 
« I ſprang to meet him on the upland lawn,” 


And thought his daily courſe too ſwiftly run. 


| Now 


EA 1 
hills he creeps ſo flow; | 


Now tow' rds the 
I loath the ſun, and chide his ſluggard pace: 
| When morn returne—alas, it quickens woe: 


Oh | might I fink again in fleep's embrace 


ne like the world; tis Weh vides Bb 

© Where * ſmiles, where the horizon's clear; 
e Swift on its downy” wings the wretch fotſakes, ; 
« And lights on lids unſullied with a tear. 


Ah, pitying Heaven | yet again reſtore 


Thoſe golden days when hope was in its prime: 
Ve tender hours of love return once more, 


Return and loiter to the end of time. 


oh! 


. 
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„„ 
Oh! that my ſum of days, of months, and years, 


Had all been crowded in that little ſp ace! 


Or could, alas | my ſighs, and ſtreaming tears, - 


All thoughts, but thoſe of happy love efface! 


Why muſt I to ambitious hopes reſort? 1 1 1 


Why Join the buſy crowd; or madly go 


Where Pleaſure's ſons in gay profuſion ſport, 


And taſte no joys but what from pleaſure flow ? 


Ah, happier far an humble ſwain to dwell, 


Bleſt with thy ſmiles, in this ſecure retreat! Wet 


With fond delight of ſorrows paſt to tell, 


To breathe my fervent paſſion at thy feet. 
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Ab, 


„ 1 
Ab, no, my Charlotte, midſt the city's gloom, 


Chain d to the oar, I yet muſt act my part: 
To mix with ſtrangers is my wretched doom; 


Strangers indeed to this devoted heart. 


Methinks I live within a vaſt FOO 

A pageant there whoſe ſtrong. an charms; 
Where Folly governs ſtill each varying ſcene, 
And the light puppets bound to her alarms. 


Amus d, infected, midft the dazzling glare, 
Awhile I ſported in the myſtic ſhew : 

Tin the firſt hand I touch'd, though ſeeming fair, 
I felt was wood—T end mine withdrew. 
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Ye airy flutterers in a ſummer's ſun, 
Who glide like morning vapours from the fight; 
Say, were ye born to fill thoſe ſcenes alone 


Whoſe paths are ſtrew'd with roſe-buds of delight ? 


Ye ſportive race round Dalbpation: $ Quins, 


Think—will not Time avenge his waſted hour? 
Shall he not come in majeſty divine, 


Come, at the laſt, array d in awful power? 


Ah! what is /a/? Juſt Heaven] that word confounds 
My preſent ſenſe, perplexes all the paſt : 
My weak conceptions ftrike not with its ſounds, 


Not one idea will accord with 1. 


t 
That Power ſupreme, who mark d the deſtin d line 


Beyond whoſe bounds no human eye extends, 


- 


Was pleas'd, ſo dim our day of life ſhould ſhine, 


We ſcarce can trace where it begins or ends. 


Dark hang the clouds of life's unhappy day, 
With darker ſtorms of ſorrow yet to come: 
Weary and fickening Fancy dies away, 


While Hope almoſt expires upon her tomb. 


Fainting ſhe lifts her cloſing eyes above, 
And points my wiſhes to a happier ſhore ; 

1 
Jo the pure fountain of eternal love, 


Where Care's pale image ſhall intrude no more. 


D 2 The 


10 

The fun is ſunk beneath the weſtern ſky, 

The moon begins her empire to aſſume : 

Time warns me from this peaceful ſcene to fly, 
Alas I it warns me to my priſon's gloom. 
Fe Albert—Ah, too lovely Charlotte, fay ! 

Say ! haſt thou crown'd him ſovereign of thy fate? 
Haſt thou ?—Yet, oh l the dreaded truth delay, 


*Tis Werter's ſentence—can it come too late ? 


LE T 


WE! 


LETTER v. PO I 


CHARLOTTE ro WERTER 


AH, refilefs mortal had I bid thee die, 
And bathed the mandate with my flowing tears, | 
Then hadſt thou bleſt me with thy. parting ſigh, Fi 


Hadſt died a martyr to unmanly fears. 


But when J ſooth thy pains, and bring relief; 
To hope and peace direct thy drooping views; 
Canſt thou then yield, ſo poorly yield to grief, 


And all my fond ſolieitude refuſe? 


! 
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Oh! I can feel, too exquiſitely feel; 
This heart too near to feeling is allied: 


Yet would I veil, its ſweeteſt charms conceal, 


Ere they ſhould Reaſon's better judgment guide. 


Yes, I can weep ; fad ſympathy is mine: 
But is that friendfhip worth the pitying tear, 
Which ſceks on Sorrow's boſom to recline, 


And falls a willing victim to Deſpair? 


Friendſhip has hopes which light a brighter flame, 
Hopes I will cheriſh with a fond delight : 
Chaſe then her fears, thoſe foes to bones fame, 


And give Activity her ſcope for flight. 


2. 


[83] 
Oh, Werter ! ſhake this palfy from thy mind: 
Yet riſe ſuperior to depreſſion power 19 55 


Still let defeat, with patient courage join ' d, 
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Rival the glory of the victor's hour. 
Seek not the gloomy confines of deſpair, 1 
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The dreary caverns of deſponding wiles: 
Ceaſe with the world to wage unequal war, 


Nor turn indignant from her offer d ſmiles. 


This world's injuſtice man has oft arraign'd ; 


Complaining till while privileg d to live : 
Learn to deſpiſe the injury ſuſtain d; 
And with a Chriſtian charity forgive. 
The 


* 


The hour of death is haſten'd or dela ? 


By him alone who beſt diſcerns our 


— 


Ceaſe then, ah ceaſe, his wiſdom to upbraid, 


Too oft arraign'd, too little underſtood. 
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WRITTEN ON A VISIT TO THE PLACE OF HIS 
BIRTH. 


WHILST with the fervour of a pilgrim's zeal 
Ori theſe my native plains I fondly ſtand, 
More ſoft emotions o'er my ſenſes ſteal 


Than meet the faint within the holy land. 


| Whilſt with his zeal Show theſe hallow'd bowers, 
How 45 the WER proſpea charm my ſoul 
My heart en beyond vs Signs $ ola ; 

: en the force of reaſon to anteil. 
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When at the cloſe of each declining day, 


Marking the object of my wiſhes nigh, 


Through the long vale I homeward bent my way, 


The welcome cottage met my longing eye. 


«© My dog, the faithful guardian of its gate,” 
With eager haſte to greet his maſter flew ; 
The favourite ſubject of my little tate, 


By love diſtinguiſh'd from the choſen few. 


Ab, ſtealing Time | full many a paſſing year 
Has lightly floated with thy rapid tide, 


Since Fortune drew me from this humble ſphere, 


O'er dangerous heights my ſanguine ſteps to guide. 
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Oh! how theſe ſcenes recal each happy hour, 
Each fond endearment ſafe. by memory ſtor' d! 


Safe from the ſtretch of Fortune's fickle power, 


Lock'd in theſe groves fo blooming, ſo ador d. 


Behold where, planted by theſe partial hands, 
„Ihe roſes mingled with the woodbines grow! 
Behold where yonder weeping willow ſtands | 


. Hail, thou ſad emblem of poor Werter's woe ! 


Where er I pauſe, 1d, penſive, look around, 
| Remembrance walken all her buſy train; 
Here ſportive childhood lightly preſs d the — 
Here once did Pleaſure hold his golden 15 | 
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Here would the Lotter by the tinkling rill, 


Or gayly tripping o'er the cowflip bed, 
Gaze with delight on yonder buſy mill : 
Theſe were her haunts, but theſe, alas | I fled. 


Oh, ever dear Remembrance | guide my way * 


Through the lov'd mazes of each youthful ſcene : 


Thou too, gay Fancy, hither freely ſtray ; 


Come, thou delufive, viſionary queen. 


Come, let us range the verdant meads along, 
| Thoſe ſeats of careleſs innocence and eaſe; 
Retrace once more, the ſportive vales among, 


. hoſe tender years when every ſport could pleaſe, 


Sweet | 


me Mop 
Sweet to the ſenſe aroſe the fanning gale, 
Whilſt ſweeter bloſſoms ſcatter d fragrance wide: 
Simplicity adorn'd the lonely dale, 


With white-rob'd. Decency, her modeſt guide. 


Youth's ſpri ghtly morn its genial influence ſhed, 
Fondly exulting in the years to come ; 

Health's rud dy grace theſe glowing cheeks o'erſpread, 
While ſmiling Pleaſure dimpled in their bloom. 


1 
Ye lofty pines encircling yonder towers; 
Ye cryſtal ſtreams that murmur as ye flow; 
Ve verdant plains, ye ever ſacred bowers, 


| Ah, why did I your chaſte delights forego ? 


1 1 
How oft beneath yon ſpreading walaut't ſhade 
The term, the object of my bounded view; © 
In happy ignorance I careleſs laid, Bu: 263 


Fixt on a wall I then fo little knew 


How on that world did Expectation lean, . 
| ; 

In brighteſt colours painting every charm ; 

Whilſt Fancy's glow Rill rais'd the dazzling ſcene, 


How did its glare my youthful boſom warm | 


Bane to my peace! the phantom I purſued; 
But, oh ! too ſoon the fatal change I mourn'd : 
From that ideal world fo fondly view'd, 


Ye halcyon ſhades, how loſt am I return'd 1 


l 
Sweet peace of mind, oh, whither art thou fled? 


From thy pure ſonrce ſhall joys no longer flow ? 
Muſt Diſappointment ratſe her hydra head, 


And every fancied bliſs prove real woe? 


Alas | how ſoon the flowers of life decay! 


Bloom with the morn, and with the evening cloſe | 


Or ſhould they yet furvive a longer day, 


How little fruit to fair perfection grows | 


Why of that little are we then profuſe? 
Why caſt with laviſh hand its bloom away ? 
| For oh, my friend | ere well we mark its uſe, 


The faireſt fruit is haſtening to decay. 
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Such is the deſtiny of man on earth, © 


Awhile he's borne on Hope's expanded wing IN 
Fair as the bud his tender youth puts fort 


In all the ſoft luxuriance of ſpring. 


But ſee! th' indignant ſky unfriendly lowers, 
See! blaſts deſtructive poiſon young deſire; 
Wait but the change of ſome few fleeting hours, 


And all his hopes, his promis'd joys expire. 


Ye ſylvan ſhades, here could I ever reſt! | 

Yet I again muſt leave your peaceful plains; 
Again return, to be Ain diftel'd; h 

Thus ſtern unn holds the world in chains. 2 


EN 


Yet 
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Yet tis not pomp, nor prouder learning's force, 
Can mark our deſtiny in future fate; 
No, tis the mind; from whence derives its ſource 


Each virtuous deed, whate'er is good and great. 


I prize that mind beyond or wealth, or fame; 
Beyond what knowledge, or what arts beſtow : 
'Tis my fond boaſt: It is my only claim: 


The worth of knowledge all with me may know. 


But ab, vain boaſt! its faireſt claim is loſt | 
A wounded temper fickens in diſtaſte — 


By love undone, by diſappointment cot, 1 


——ů— — 


My mind is now, alas! a ruin d waſte. 
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E | 
Why was I mark'd love's hapleſs pangs to know? | 


Why muſt my heart in ceaſcleſs anguiſh groan ? 
That heart which bled at each recited woe, 


How ſhall its tender frame endure its own 1 


Oh, thou all glorious Sun who rul'ſt the day! 


Unchang'd fince firſt the babe of time began; 


In quick ſucceſſion haſtening to decay, | 


Thou haſt beheld the fleeting life of man. 


One generation hails thy cheering light, 
Then faſt declining, as a ſhadow ſpeeds; 


Another rifing ſinks again in night, 


And ſill another in its turn ſucceeds. 


Alas, 


4083 
Alas, bright orb! there yet will come a day, 


1 
5 
; 
5 
3 
1 
} * 
3 
A. 
"7 — 
4 


Stupendous thought] when thou no more ſhalt riſe: 
The globe itſelf ſhall then diſſolve away; 
Thiek darkneſs cover earth, and veil the ſkies. 


That word which form'd the world, that powerful word 
Again ſhall ſhake this univerſal frame : 


But thou ſhalt neyer change, Almighty Lord 


Eternal Father! Thou art till the fame. 
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IN vain I ſeek from change of place to find _ 


' 


A change to thought ; an antidote to id 
Still this unhappy, ſelf- deſtroying mind 


With cruel energy purſues me there. 


In vaio 1 ſcck by abſence to remove 


Thy beauteous form impreſs'd upon my heart : 


Love Rill triumphant, all ſubduing Love 


Derides my flight, and claims the | conqueror's part, 


N : H | Why 
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Why then, ah, wherefore ſhould I wand'ring mourn 
A wretched fugitive from pole to pole? 
No—like the m dove will I return 
5 1 thee, my Charlotte, magnet of my ſoul. - 
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WERT ER io 


TOR TVU Rö in abſence, hopeleſs of relief, 


I ſeek thoſe ſhades from whence ſo late I came; 
With vain regret, and fond enduring grief, 
Like ſome poor moth, I hover round the flame. 
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So weak is man, his beſt reſolves ſo frail, 


80 ſhort the date of Reaſon's boaſted ſway; 


When Paſſion, Love, or Folly's varying gale 


Shall ſweep the mental monitor away | 
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The ſtricken deer with ſighs and ſhortening breath 
Secks thro! ſequeſter d wilds and paths to go: 
Thus I, alas! invoking Peace and Death, 


Unpitied bear my ſolitary woe. 


Thy groves, oh Walheim] bloom with peace alone, 
For Charlotte conſecrates thy ſweet retreat: 
There will I dwell unknowing and unknown, 


There caſt my mournful numbers at her feet. 


There from the world, and all its follies free, 
With many a pang of hopeleſs love oppreſt, 
This throbbing boſom, like a troubled fea, 


Huſh'd to a calm, ſhall rock itſelf to reſt. 
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TE dock proclaims in ſlow and ſolemn ſtrains N 
A long farewel to the departing year; 5 3 
One hour alone, one little hour remains— 7 


RefleQion whiſpers what I bluſh to hear. 


Oh!] let me ſeize the moments ere they fly, 
For all our fleeting years ſhall quickly end; 8 
Swift as they paſs then, I Il the hours apply 


To contemplation, reaſon, and my friend. 
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Time, like the ſilent plunderer of night, 
Makes on our little hoard ſome hourly theft; 
Shall we then, dazzled by life's glaring light, 


Hope to endure till of each hope bereft ? 


The tree, when ftripp'd by hoary Winter's hand, 
Again may bloom, again rich foliage bring , 
The graſs which dies, and naked leaves the land, 


Again revive with the returning ſpring. 


But man, weak man, his tranſient ſeaſon _ 
Falls to be mingled with his kindred clay ; 
In duſt he flumbers, to awake no more, 

Till earth and dk ſhall diſſolve away. 
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Thouſands are cheriſh'd but to breathe and die . 


80 near allied the cradle and the tomb. 
Thouſands who live, but live to infamy, | 


* , 


Degrade exiſtence, and provoke their doom. Ri 


Yet Heaven is juſt, eternal goodneſs ſure: 


Unerring Wiſdom ſtamps each fair defign. 185 


Oh! let us then with humble hope endure, 


Revere his will, nor impiouſly repine. 


Alas! the change a few ſhort months "WR made ; 
How ſwiftly is my youthful vigour flown | 


Sloth and dull lethargy my powers invade, 


And all the energy of life is gone. 


Nature's 


F-01] 
Nature's ſweet aſpe& can delight no more ; 
No more her charms re-animate this frame : 


The dazzling world's reſplendency is o'er, 


The ſun's bright luſtre is no more the ſame. 
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Where then, ah, where is life's attractive charm, 


ny 


That active ſpring whoſe nervous force impels ? 
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Farewel at once to hope's deluſive calm | 
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When peace no longer centres in ourſelves. 


Hard tis to combat with the ocean's tide, 
But harder ſtill gainſt paſſion's force to move: 


Come then, my friend, this ſhatter d veſſel guide, 


And fave it from the dangerous rocks of love. 
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WERTER ro ALBERT. 


ON HIS MARRIAGE. 


HAL, Albert! hail! may bleſſings wait my friend! 
The beſt of bleſſings in thy charming bride 1 
Oh! may propitious Heaven thy bliſs extend, 


And grant thee every good, to me denied | 


Night's gloomy horrors darken all my ſoul ; 
Reſtleſs I dream, I rave, and wildly ſtart : 


Repoſe ſtill flies, diſdainful of : I 


No hope enlightens now my checrlek heart. 


Deſpair, 


LI. any 
Deſpair, and woe, and wild diſtraction reigns z 
I droop and wither in life's early bloom : 
I ſtruggling figh to break theſe galling chains, 


And fink to peaceful lumber in the tomb. 


Be Werter's ſorrows all forgotten there, | | | 
Save, that remembrance lives in Charlotte's heart— EM | 6 
Ah, yet allow ah that heart to ſhare, | 
To ſhare with thee, at leaſt, ſoft pity's part. 5 
Oh, Albert, Albert | make that angel bleſt; ; | | 
8 i 
So may domeſtic joys around thee dwell ! i: | H 
While L, an outcaſt, loſt to peace and reſt, 1 00 
To thee and Walheim bid a long farewell. = | 
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My choſen journey points a ſafer way. 


LETTER XL. 


WE RTE R To „240 


—'I musT depart.” Ah, my prophetic friend ! 
How apt the phraſe, how fitted to my heart 
Yes—'tis reſolv d thy ſummons I attend; 


Better, far better tis, I ſhould depart. 


But not to liſten to ambition's lore, 
Nor yet thro' folly's beaten paths to ſtray ; 


Now do I haſten tow'rds a calmer ſhore— 


And 


1 47]. 

And wilt thou come my doubtful courſe to ſteer ? 
Wilt thou repair thy weary friend to meet ? 
Yet pauſe awhile : thy promis'd aid defer 


Till next my pen thy friendly care ſhall greet. 


Pluck not the fruit too early from the ſpray, 


Ere the meridian ſun mature its bloom : 


Another week, perchance another day, 


May fill the ripening cluſter's rich perfume. bb | l 


Another day,—and fate's dire web is ſpun : 
My ſoul grows fick, tir'd Nature ſeeks repoſe : wes | -Þ 


Ere the next dawn of yon declining fun 


Theſe eyes to life, and all its ills, ſhall cloſe. 


6 3 7 ; But, 
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But, oh! maternal anguiſh wrings my heart : 


A mother's ſorrows agonize my. breaſt. 
Ah!] haſte my friend, and with each ſoothing art 


Calm thou the mourner's troubled ſoul to reſt, 


Implore a bleſſing on her parting ſon, 
Move her to pity, to: forgiveneſs move : 
Sure I was born to weigh deſtruction down, 


And heap diſtreſs on all I fondly love. 


Full is the meaſure of poor Werter's woes 1 
Thou rapid tide of grief, ah, ceaſe to ſwell 


Alas! my cup of bitterneſs o'erflows : 


Yet—peace my foul—for all may yet be well. 


£ - cx 
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« Peace 
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Peace fits on high, and ſmiling mocks mankind ;” 


nnn 
Thank thee who gave to my diſtracted mind 


Ves, I'm ep 'd, 1 


Fare wel, my friend may every joy be tine! WE en 


Or, if ſome 
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I. E T TER x0. 
WERTER To ("CHARLOTTE 


Vun act hematite). 
Theſe eyes ſhall not behold: to-morrow's fun... 
Oh, my ſoul's treafane! wh, :forpiverthe deed! 
Charlotte is wed ;—and Worter is undene. 0 


Oh hadſt thou bleſt me with a parting figh, | 

Hadſt thou in pity breath'd one laſt adieu; 

Though doom'd to ſuffer, though reſoly'd to die, 
My ſoul had once more known where comfort grew. 


Would, | 


L 5» 1 


Would, would, alas, life's tediaus dream were Oer! 
Would that theſe eyes were clos d in peaceful reſt! 


Yes, my lov'd Charlotte, tis a dream, no more; 


An idle dream which but deludes at beſt. 


Religions ſacred traths my ſoul teveres; 
Reſpects the holy joys her laws impart: 
That angel-voiee which dries affliction's tears; 


That godlike-hand which binds the broken heart. 


Yet, oh1 to death I fly a willing ſlave; 
Hail the dread king, his icy ſeeptre fold: 
Though trembling Nature ſhudders at the grave, 


So dark that awful grave, —ſo deep;—ſo Pr” Is 
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Yes, thou all- conquering power, to thee I fly— 


Let thy cold boſom give my ſorrows room: 
Wearied with life, tis happineſs to die: 


Welcome the ſolemn ſilence of the tomb. 


Ah, coward Nature | wherefore doſt thou fear? 
Why cling ſo cloſe to life's tempeſtuous ſhore? 
Oh | break the ten-fold cord which binds thee here, 


And, wing'd with hope, to happier regions ſoar. 


Far, far above yon diſtant orbs aſpire z 
For ſoon, my ſoul, unfetter'd ſhalt thou be: 
Yes, heavenly inmate, yes, thou vital fire, 


T'll give thee freedom, if thou dar'ſt be free. 


Then 


E 
Then farewel hope | delufive ſource of woe 


Deſpair has arm'd me for a firmer part : 
One painful ſtruggle, one deciſive | blow, 


Cures all the ſorrows of this bleeding heart. 


Should'ſt thou, my Charlotte, chance thy way to bend 
Where oft delighted we together firay'd;\  - 
Give all thy thoughts, thy ſorrows to a friend, 


By love, alas! but not by thee, betray'd. 


And 3 at eve the ſun's declining rays 

Gild the proud ſummit of yon mountain's brow, 
Think on thy Werter's once enraptur'd | days ; 
Ah! think, my Charlotte, whit is Werter now. 
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O'er each affecting ſeene let memory o; goof 19575 18 


Trace back my ſoft attention, tender fears z 
Oh! let it paint a too impaſſion d love. 


By broken ſighs expreſs d, ar falling tears. 


Vet, my lov'd Charlotte, youder-humbile grave 


Demands a tribute from thy ſtraaming eyes. 
See, to the wind thoſe; ſlender poppies wave, | 
And mark the ſpot where wretched: Werter lies. N 


May ſome fond lines record thy lovers name; 
Let not his noble paſſion lie conceal'd 2 | 


He boaſts no honours; love. was all his fame; 


To future ages be that love reveald. 


TOSS 
Yes, thou wilt weep; thy tender heart will bleed 
While thy ſlow ieps approach thy lover's tomb; 
Yes, thou wilt reprobate the fatal deed ; 


But Charlotte's tears hall conſecrate his doom. 


Thoſe gentle tears outweigh the pomp of art, | wy” 
The blaze of heraldry, the tramp of praiſe: 


To reign one hour in that angehe heart, 


Exceeds the proudeſt trophics Fame could raiſe. 


Oh! I was calm as evening's ſilent hours 


When firſt I touch d upon this tender theme; 


But ſad remembrange wakens nature's powers, e *K 
And now my tems from bitter anguiſh Kream. 2 
Flow 
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Flow ye ſoft dtops, as ſummet dews deſcen dag 
Refreſhing earth, ſo bleſi my burning heart: 
In its laſt ſtruggles all your ſuftneſs blend. 


And ſooth, oh ſooth my foul ere it depart. Z enn 708 
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No, Charlotte, while I; breathe this laſt Ae 15 id od Tom 


I ſee exiſtence dawn beyond the graeecr 
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Bleſt be that hope, which gilds my parting da, 
T'll hail the cherub with my lateſt breath; nun, 
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Whoſe beam refulgent darts, ſo bright a ray, Reet den 161 
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i Would he not kiſs away the conſcious tear? | 
« Father forgive,” he cries, © the ſhameful deed ; 
„ Forgive thy erring child yet once again: 
Though there he ceaſe, ſtill Nature's voice ſhall 
Oh, ye affections l can ſhe plead in vain? 
| And wilt thou, heavenly Fa He 
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When dumb confuſion veils the timid eye; 
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When bluſhing penitence theſe checks o'erſpread 3 


Oh, thou Omnipotent | who reign'ſt on high, 


Arm not thy thunders gainſt this guilty head. 


Thou, God ador'd | almighty King of Heaven | 
Mercy, eternal Lord | is thine alone ; 


Oh, thro that mercy be my cli forgiven, 


When 1 for judgment ſtand before thy throne | 


Charlotte farewel | yet we Thall meet again; 
My mind grows calm—the dreadful ſtruggle s Ser — 
Farewel, thou world of miſery and pain 1 


Paſs one ſhort hour, and—Werter is no mere. 


* 


„ LET: 


LETTES x Al 
CHARLOTTE ro LOUISA, 


THE ſcene is clos d; hark! hark] yon awful bell! 


Thoſe ſolemn ſounds the horrid a& proclaim : 


Why, my Louiſa, do I live to tell? 


Ah, why to tremble thus at Werter's name ? 


Where were ye fled in that diſtreſsful hour, 
Ve guardians of our fate, angelic band? £ | | * ? 


Some demon ſure ufurp'd your ſacred power, 


Deceiv'd his heart, and arm'd his deſperate hand. 
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is thy generous ſoul enſnare? 
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What crown of glory, or what fair applauſe, | e 


Awaits the conduct of that rebel ſon, | FBF | 
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Shall he, regu of the faored truſt, 


| Deſert his Ration in the doubeful ae? 


Remember, — n Oreator s jeſt ; 


Oh, Sid the 1 e d of life. 


« My ſon, 1 call'd not; whence his role app? 


4 Gay | is thy courſe e. cant o fic ron? 


« Haſt thou fulda my will and prov'd thy wal? 
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ec Thou'ſt e my bounds, FOI my loud command, 
720 And raſbly n from whence chexe' no > return? 
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6 Direct as Truth's unerring line could guide 3 


cc T freely gave thee Faith's enlightening * 


« And bade Religion o er thy feps preſide. j 
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I gave thee talents to diſtinguiſh right; 15 
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Did his example point thee to the grave, — bit 


Or give thy raſhneſs ſhadow of appeal! 
Noz; in ſubmiſſion's lowly garbarray'd, 1 
Reſign'd, obedient:to-the-will of God, © | 

Tho' tempted, ſcorn'd, abandon'd, and betray' 1 
| The perfect ways of righteouſneſs he trod. | | 


Not many a pain, nor many a mournful hour,. 
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the thoughts of paſt, 


RO them all; but triumph'd in the laſt. 
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He gave the bumatl rindi a will tho "a 3; fats. ty: 
Plac'd him on earth, endued with Bberty, 
And good and evil offer'd to his vi Ww. 


Cloth'd him with ſenſe exalted and refin'd, 
And form'd his feelings. with peculiar care : 
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He plac'd Salvation's' helmet on his head, 
The ſword of Faith appointed to his hand; 
Virtue's fair ſhield before the champion ſpread, 


And arm'd for conqueſt bid the CS Ge; g 
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What then, oh man! does he'requize of thee? 
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And make thy life with truth!s furt laws agree? 


With all the hero then, await the hour 
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